iNanalysing the recorded statements of different writers upon the effects of ergot on the human gravid uterus, the striking discrepancy which pervades them is not the least remarkable feature which these data present; and any attempt to reconcile such discrepancy might appear useless, were there not reason to believe that this difference of opinion can only have originated in the want of a longcontinued series of well directed observations.
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As it can scarcely be conceived that any one in the present day will be prepared to maintain the total inertness of the drug on the one hand, or implicitly to credit the exaggerated effects that have been imputed
to it on the other, a just appreciation of its powers appears to be a desideratum, and any practical remarks that bear upon the subject may not be devoid of interest.
It will be less, however, the object of this paper to investigate these several Contradictory views than to illustrate certain pathological effects of the drug when administered to the parturient female, which do not appear to have especially attracted the attention of the profession.
These effects, as presented to us under certain circumstances of its administration, may be conveniently considered in the following order.
I. The supervention of Puerperal Convulsions in the mother as its remote effect.
II. The production of the true Hour-glass contraction of the uterus.
III. Its tendency to produce Hydrocephalus in the early stage of infantile life.
I. In relation to the first, it has been well remarked, that in all cases where the ergot does not induce its specific action on the uterus, it is found to give rise to more or less constitutional derangement, varying in its seat according to collateral predisposing circumstances. To the truth of this remark every one must assent, however little accustomed he may be to observe the very curious and interesting action of this substance. That this must, in part, be the explanation of the first of the following cases of puerperal convulsions coming on under its influence, will, it is presumed, be sufficiently apparent.
Case 1.?Mrs T., a female of leucophlegmatic habit and lax fibre, with excessive dropsy of the lower extremities, was taken in labour with the ninth child in January 1835. The uterine contractions, as had been the case in all her previous confinements, were for twelve hours exceedingly feeble and inefficient; there was an extremely flabby state of the os uteri with natural presentation.
The ergot was given in two doses of half a drachm each at intervals of twenty minutes without the slightest effect on the uterine fibre. Shortly after the administration of the second dose, the symptoms of troubled vision and deafness came on, accompanied by very marked stupidity of expression, and fixedness of the eye, followed in a few minutes by general convulsions of all the extensor muscles, and indeed by a perfect access of puerperal convulsion under its peculiar form This having occurred at an interval of more than two years after the three former cases, the attention was still not directed to the probable influence of ergot on its fatal termination. The following, in which the phenomena of hydrocephalus were more distinctly marked, and in which the analogy of the earlier symptoms with those of the preceding, were sufficiently striking, at length aroused a studious observation of its progress, and pointed pretty unequivocally to the cause of the mischief. The short interval that had elapsed was also favourable to the comparison.
Case 13.?December 22, 1831. A workhouse pauper, of lax fibre, in travail with her seventh child, had two scruples of the ergot administered to her in the second stage of labour, in consequence of the sudden cessation of pains, which interruption had continued two hours. The os uteri being fully dilated and soft, and the waters having been evacuated four hours previously, it was almost immediately followed by that peculiarly constant and inefficient action in which the os uleri is generally implicated, and the expulsive progress much interfered with. This state continued to the great discomfort of the patient for more than an hour, when a moderate opiate was given, which procured a slight alleviation of this irregular action, and in half-an hour afterwards with but little warning, the child and placenta were extruded together. This infant could never be induced to take the breast, and although a large and fine child, it gradually declined in health by emaciation and imperfect function of the skin, which assumed the dusky hue ; irregular state of the bowels with stringy mucous discharge, dimness of the eye, and flaccidity of muscle. These symptoms proceeded and were now accompanied by much heat of skin and constant irritability. After six or eight days, this being the commencement of the third month from birth, vomiting supervened with much screaming, squinting, and a state amounting to lethargy, ending in complete coma and death. During the latter stages the little patient was treated on the antiphlogistic plan, and by purgatives, as far as the age would admit, but with no alleviation of symptoms or arrest of the fatal event.
It was much regretted in this as well as in the former cases that no opportunity was afforded for a post mortem inspection, as this seems to be alone wanting to complete our chain of evidence.
The five cases here brought forward occurred in a number somewhat exceeding 1000 where the ergot was had recourse to, probably in 200 or rather less; and upon an impartial view of these, the inference is tolerably direct, that, although it may, in an exceedingly large proportion, have had no such deleterious influence, yet the possibility of its having done so in those cited is far from problematical. We have no instance where its exhibition, in these circumstances, has been injurious to the mother. The worst that has arisen has been the occasional spasmodic contraction of which we have treated, which, although inconvenient at the moment, has still, when given with the above object, fulfilled the end without ulterior mischief.
